June 24

The Honorable Chuck Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United State Senate

S-221, The Capitol S-230, The Capitol

Washington DC 20510 Washington DC 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United State House of Representatives
1236 Longworth H.O.B. 2468 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Senators Schumer and McConnell, and Representatives Pelosi and McCarthy:

The undersigned organizations are writing to express our concerns about the current
conversation about infrastructure on Capitol Hill. While we acknowledge and support the
effort to find agreement in these conversations, bipartisanship alone should not be the
end goal. The President's Build Back Better agenda, as outlined in the American Jobs
Plan, is not just an infrastructure bill. It is a once in a generation bold commitment to
building for the future, including infrastructure, that creates good jobs and addresses,
rather than perpetuates, climate change. The focus of any federal infrastructure
spending should be about outcomes like creating and sustaining good-paying jobs,
strengthening our global economic competitiveness, and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and other pollution while making real progress toward racial, economic, and
environmental justice.

Specifically, the “Bipartisan Infrastructure Plan,” put forward by a group of 21 Senators,
proposes spending large sums of money for a broken status quo that has created public
health problems, increasing danger to those outside of cars, and rising emissions. It
fails to electrify our transportation fleet quickly enough to adequately address climate
change and reduce pollution for all Americans, especially in historically underserved
communities.

Our global competitors are running away with a clean energy future while America’s
economy, transportation, and workforce are at risk of getting stuck in its dirty energy
past. The Senate and House should redouble their efforts on an outcomes-focused
surface transportation reauthorization and an infrastructure bill that contains meaningful
and significant investments that put us on the right path towards a stronger, pollution
free, and equitable tomorrow.



More details on the policy recommendations our coalition has created are available
here.

Sincerely,

Mary Kyle McCurdy, Deputy Director
1000 Friends of Oregon

Katie Huffling, Executive Director
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments

Levi Tillemann, Vice President for Policy and International Outreach
Ample, Inc.

Dan Raudebaugh, Executive Director
CTE

Ann Mesnikoff, Federal Legislative Director
Environmental Law & Policy Center

Corey Aldridge, CEO & General Manager
Missoula Urban Transportation District (Mountain Line)

Chris Sandvig, Executive Director
Mobilify Southwestern Pennsylvania

Sam Rockwell, Executive Director
Move Minnesota

Marc Boom, Director of Federal Affairs
Natural Resources Defense Council

Harriet Tregoning, Director
New Urban Mobility Alliance (NUMO)

Joel Levin, Executive Director
Plug In America

Ann Silver, CEO
Reno + Sparks Chamber of Commerce


https://www.chargingusforward.com/recommendations

Danny Pearlstein, Policy & Communications Director
Riders Alliance

Benjamin de la Pefia, CEO
Shared-Use Mobility Center

William Anderson, Federal Policy Associate
Sierra Club

Beth Osborne, Director
Transportation for America

Christopher Dempsey, Director
Transportation for Massachusetts

Renae Reynolds, Executive Director
Tri-State Transportation Campaign

Kelly Fleming, Policy Director
Zero Emission Transportation Association



